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 International Animated cartoons have long been an integral part of childhood 
entertainment across the world. Globally, some popular cartoons such as Tom 
and Jerry, Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck, Popeye the Sailor, and Looney Tunes 
implicitly contribute to children’s social, emotional, and cognitive 
development. This study examines the international animated cartoons can 
nurture value, social skills, and emotional competencies among school 
children. For social learning, cognitive development, and narrative pedagogy, 
this study highlights the educational and developmental tool beyond 
entertainment. The purpose of the animated cartoons is to integrate value-
based education. This study examines how storytelling, humour, conflict 
resolution, and character-driven narrative foster empathy, cooperation, and 
ethical reasoning in children. The positive character traits and prosocial 
behaviour depicted in cartoons can enhance children’s ability to navigate 
social interactions and emotional challenges. The integration of value-based 
education through animated cartoons focuses on formal education and 
supports holistic child development. The study advocates for a more 
conscious and purposeful use of animated cartoons in educational settings, 
aiming to harness their potential in promoting values, moral development, 
and social-emotional learning among school children in an engaging and 
accessible manner.  
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I. Introduction   

 
In the contemporary era of multimedia and digital storytelling, animated cartoons have emerged as 

one of the most influential forms of entertainment for children worldwide. These graphic and engaging 

narratives are characterized by imaginative storylines and iconic characters. They have long held a special 

place in childhood entertainment across the globe. Beyond their ground-level appeal of humor and 

amusement, animated cartoons cleverly influence children's cognitive, emotional, social, and moral 

development. The significant presence of globally recognized cartoons (Erickson, 2005) such as Tom and Jerry 

(Barbera & Solomon, 1994), Mickey Mouse (Gabler, 2006), Donald Duck (Watts, 1995), Popeye the Sailor 

(Grandinetti, 2004), and Looney Tunes (Beck & Friedwald, 1989) attests to their deep rooted impact on 

children’s, often shaping their perceptions, values, and behaviours in profound ways. 
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Education is not just about teaching subjects; it is about helping a person grow in every part of their 

life. Modern educational paradigms focus on holistic education, which aims to nurture the intellectual, 

emotional, social, physical, and moral dimensions of learners. Value-based education and skill-based 

education have become key elements in today’s approach to learning. They play a crucial role in helping 

children navigate the challenges of modern society. Value-based education emphasizes the inculcation of 

universal human values such as empathy, honesty, integrity, cooperation, and respect for diversity. 

Meanwhile, skill-based education focuses on the development of cognitive, social, and emotional 

competencies that enable children to function effectively in real-life contexts, such as communication skills, 

problem-solving abilities, emotional regulation, and teamwork. Animated cartoons align with pedagogical 

approaches such as narrative pedagogy (Bruner, 1991) and social learning theory (Bandura, 1977; Vygotsky, 

1978), which underscore the power of stories and observational learning in fostering understanding and 

behaviour change. Observing characters navigate various challenges, children internalize social cues, 

problem-solving strategies, and ethical reasoning. The accessibility and relatability of cartoon narratives make 

them particularly effective tools for engaging children in discussions around values, emotions, and social 

interactions. 

Animated cartoons with their rich stories and character-driven plots offer a powerful way to engage 

young learners. They create an ideal platform where both value education and skill development can be 

woven together naturally. Through recurring themes of friendship, perseverance, justice, compassion, and 

conflict resolution, cartoons implicitly convey moral lessons and social norms that can positively shape 

children's character and behaviour. The visual and narrative elements of cartoons engage multiple senses, 

facilitating deeper understanding and retention of these values and skills.  This study aims to explore the 

educational potential of international animated cartoons in promoting values and skill development among 

school-aged children. Specifically, it examines how animated content can nurture moral values, social skills, 

emotional competencies, and cognitive abilities, thereby complementing formal educational efforts. By 

investigating the intersection of cartoons, value-based education, and skill development, the research seeks 

to highlight the role of animated media as a complementary resource for educators and parents in fostering 

balanced, morally grounded, and socially adept individuals. 

 

II. Literature Review and Hypothesis Development 
 

This section includes the theoretical foundation concepts of child development, such as social 

learning theory, cognitive development theory, and narrative pedagogy.  

 

2.1.  Social Learning Theory (Bandura, 1977) 

 

The theory of social learning is proposed by Albert Bandura in 1977, emphasizes that learning occurs 

not only through direct experience but also by observing the behaviour of others and the consequences of 

that behaviour. The components of social learning theory include observation, imitation, modelling, and 

reinforcement. Bandura identified four processes essential for observational learning (Bandura, 1977): 

 

a. Attention: The learner must pay attention to the model (e.g., a cartoon character). 

b. Retention: The learner must be able to remember what was observed. 

c. Reproduction: The learner must have the ability to replicate the behaviour. 

d. Motivation: The learner must have a reason to adopt the behaviour, often influenced by observed 

rewards or punishments. 

 

Bandura’s famous Bobo Doll experiment demonstrated that children who observed an adult model 

acting aggressively toward a toy (the Bobo Doll) were more likely to imitate similar aggressive behaviours 

themselves, underscoring the powerful influence of observational learning. Thus, Social learning theory 
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provides a critical framework for understanding how animated cartoons can shape children's social 

behaviours, emotional responses, and value systems through repeated exposure to character-driven 

narratives and modelled interactions. 

 

2.2.  Cognitive Development Theory (Piaget, 1932) 

 

Jean Piaget’s cognitive development theory, introduced in the moral judgment of the child (1932), 

outlines how children's cognitive abilities evolve through a series of developmental stages. Piaget argued that 

children are not passive recipients of information but active constructors of knowledge, engaging with their 

environment to build understanding. This theory identifies four major stages of cognitive development 

(Piaget, 1932): 

 

a. Sensorimotor stage (0–2 years): Learning through sensory experiences and motor actions. 

b. Preoperational stage (2–7 years): Development of language and symbolic thinking, but thinking 

remains egocentric and intuitive. 

c. Concrete operational stage (7–11 years): Logical thinking emerges; children begin to understand 

concepts such as conservation, fairness, reciprocity, rules, and classification. 

d. Formal operational stage (12+ years): Development of abstract, hypothetical, and deductive reasoning. 

 

For children aged 7 to 11, the concrete operational stage is particularly relevant to how they engage 

with animated cartoons. At this stage, children can understand humor, social rules, and cause-and-effect 

relationships, which are often embedded in cartoon narratives. Cartoons that depict themes of problem-

solving, fairness, and social interactions align with children's growing abilities to reason logically, appreciate 

moral dilemmas, and interpret social cues. Moreover, through repeated exposure to narrative situations 

involving cooperation, negotiation, or playful conflict (as seen in cartoons like Tom and Jerry or Looney Tunes), 

children refine their understanding of social dynamics and moral reasoning. Piaget’s emphasis on active 

learning and peer interaction suggests that cartoons, when thoughtfully designed and mediated, can support 

the development of cognitive, social, and moral competencies in children. 

 

2.3.  Narrative Pedagogy (Bruner, 1991) 

 

Jerome Bruner’s work on narrative construction of reality (1991) highlights how storytelling and 

narratives play a crucial role in how humans make sense of the world (Bruner, 1991). Bruner argued that people 

organize their experiences and knowledge through stories, which help structure meaning, convey cultural 

values, and foster social understanding. Narrative Pedagogy, derived from these ideas, suggests that learning 

through narratives is an effective educational approach, particularly for developing social, emotional, and 

moral understanding.  Bruner emphasized that narratives allow individuals, especially children, to engage with 

emotional, social, and interpersonal conflicts in a safe and relatable way. Through exposure to stories with 

identifiable characters, conflicts, resolutions, and moral dilemmas, learners can reflect on complex human 

experiences, consider different perspectives, and internalize social norms and values. 

The context of animated cartoons, character-driven plots, and engaging storylines provides rich 

opportunities for narrative-based learning. Cartoons frequently present situations involving friendship, rivalry, 

cooperation, humor, and problem-solving, all of which resonate with children’s everyday experiences. By 

emotionally connecting with characters and following their journeys, children can process interpersonal 

situations, understand consequences, and enhance their social-emotional competencies such as empathy, 

perspective taking, and moral reasoning. Thus, Bruner’s theory underscores how animated cartoons, through 

their narrative structure, can serve as powerful tools in both value education and skill development, 

complementing formal educational efforts. 
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III. Research Method 
 

Animated cartoons have historically served as a powerful medium that blends entertainment with 

implicit educational value. Through vibrant storytelling and memorable characters, cartoons offer rich 

experiences that engage children both cognitively and emotionally. This section provides a concise overview 

of five globally popular animated cartoons, such as Tom and Jerry, Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck, Popeye the 

Sailor, and Looney Tunes, emphasizing their content, characters, and thematic relevance to child 

development.  

 

3.1. Tom and Jerry 

 

Tom and Jerry, created by William Hanna and Joseph Barbera, feature an iconic cat and mouse duo 

whose elaborate chases and humorous confrontations have entertained audiences since 1940. The cartoon 

showcases Tom, the determined yet often outwitted cat, and Jerry, the clever and resourceful mouse. Beyond 

slapstick humor, the series subtly conveys lessons in resilience, strategic thinking, and reconciliation, as the 

characters repeatedly navigate conflict and at times display moments of unexpected camaraderie. 

 

 
Figure 1. Tom and Jerry 

 

3.2. Mickey Mouse  

 

Mickey Mouse, first appearing in 1928, is a hallmark creation of Walt Disney and Ub Iwerks. Mickey’s 

cheerful personality and adventurous spirit, supported by companions such as Minnie Mouse, Goofy, Donald 

Duck, and Pluto, emphasize friendship, optimism, and teamwork. The series presents narratives that foster 

empathy, playfulness, and cooperation, all of which are fundamental social-emotional skills. 

 

 
Figure 2. Mickey Mouse. 

  



2025. The Author(s). This open-access article is distributed under a Creative Commons Attribution 
(CC-BY-SA) 4.0 license. 

 

GOLDEN RATIO OF SOCIAL SCIENCE AND EDUCATION  

VOLUME 6, ISSUE. 1 (2026)  

Website: https://goldenratio.id/index.php/grsse/index 

 

 

Page | 22  

 

ISSN [Online]: 2797-5827 

3.3. Donald Duck 

 

Donald Duck was introduced in 1934, is known for his distinctive voice, quick temper, and persistent 

attitude. Accompanied by characters like Daisy Duck and his mischievous nephews Huey, Dewey, and Louie, 

Donald Duck’s stories expose children to situations involving perseverance, emotional regulation, and self-

reflection as they witness both his struggles and triumphs. 

 

 

Figure 3.  Donald Duck. 

 

3.4. Popeye the Sailor 

 

Popeye the Sailor, originating in comic strips by E.C. Segar and adapted into animated form in the 

1930s, revolves around Popeye, an ever-resilient sailor who gains superhuman strength after consuming 

spinach. Alongside characters such as Olive Oyl and his rival Bluto, Popeye demonstrates courage, 

determination, and loyalty, and promotes healthy lifestyle choices, underscoring the importance of standing 

up for oneself and others. 

 

Figure 4.  Popeye the sailor man. 

3.5. Looney Tunes  

 

Looney Tunes, developed by Warner Bros., is a collection of animated shorts featuring a broad 

ensemble of characters like Bugs Bunny, Daffy Duck, Tweety Bird, and Porky Pig. Known for its fast-paced 

humor, wit, and clever problem-solving, the series encourages confidence, creative thinking, and the use of 

humor as a coping mechanism in social challenges. Bugs Bunny, in particular, exemplifies strategic cleverness 

and resilience in the face of adversity. 
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Figure 5.  Baby Looney Tunes 

 

These cartoons, with their timeless appeal and meaningful themes, demonstrate how animated 

media can support holistic development by fostering cognitive, social, and emotional competencies in 

children. The educational potential embedded within Tom and Jerry, Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck, Popeye the 

Sailor, and Looney Tunes can be effectively understood through the lens of Social Learning Theory (Bandura, 

1977), Cognitive Development Theory (Piaget, 1932), and Narrative Pedagogy (Bruner, 1991). According to 

Social learning theory, children learn behaviours, attitudes, and emotional responses through observing and 

imitating admired models. Tom and Jerry offer more than mere slapstick entertainment. The recurring 

conflicts between Tom and Jerry model problem-solving, creativity, and resilience. Despite their rivalry, 

moments of cooperation and reconciliation provide opportunities for children to observe and internalize 

forgiveness, empathy, and conflict resolution strategies, aligning with Bandura’s emphasis on observational 

learning. Cognitive development theory posits that children, especially in the concrete operational stage (ages 

7–11), develop reasoning abilities, understand fairness, and appreciate humor. Mickey Mouse promotes 

social-emotional learning through narratives centred on teamwork, friendship, and optimism. Mickey’s 

interactions foster empathy, cooperation, and perspective-taking, which are critical cognitive and social skills 

developed during this stage, as described by Piaget. 

Donald serves as a platform for exploring emotional regulation and perseverance. Observing 

Donald’s temperamental outbursts and subsequent determination allows children to reflect on frustration 

management and persistence, key components of self-regulation. These observations not only align with 

social learning theory but also support the development of executive functioning emphasized in cognitive 

development theory. Popeye the Sailor explicitly conveys values such as courage, loyalty, and determination. 

His reliance on spinach as a source of strength subtly encourages healthy habits and self-efficacy. Popeye’s 

unwavering commitment to justice reinforces moral reasoning, a key dimension in both Piagetian moral 

development and narrative understanding as articulated by Narrative Pedagogy. Bruner emphasizes how 

stories involving moral dilemmas enable children to process complex interpersonal situations, which Popeye’s 

narratives exemplify. 

Looney Tunes, with its ensemble cast, emphasizes cleverness, confidence, and adaptive problem-

solving. Characters like Bugs Bunny demonstrate strategic thinking and humor as a coping strategy, 

encouraging creative resilience in challenging scenarios. These fast-paced narratives provide contexts for 

cognitive flexibility and perspective-taking, supporting both Cognitive development theory and narrative 

pedagogy. Collectively, these animated cartoons exemplify how media can serve as a supplementary 

pedagogical tool to reinforce core values, social-emotional competencies, and life skills essential for holistic 

child development. Their rich narratives and iconic characters, as interpreted through these foundational 

educational theories, make complex concepts accessible and relatable to young learners, positioning them as 

valuable resources in both formal and informal educational settings. 
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Table 1. Main Themes, Core Values, and Key Skills Promoted by Selected International 

Animated Cartoons 

Cartoon Main Themes 
Core Values 

Conveyed 
Key Skills Developed 

Tom and Jerry 
Chase and rivalry, 

slapstick humor, playful conflict 

Resilience,  

empathy,  

forgiveness,  

cooperation 

Problem-solving, 

creativity, 

conflict resolution 

Mickey Mouse 

Adventure,  

friendship, 

light-hearted mischief 

Friendship, 

optimism, 

teamwork, 

empathy 

Social interaction, 

cooperation, 

perspective-taking 

Donald Duck 

Temper, 

clumsiness, humorous frustration, 

determination 

Perseverance, 

self-awareness, 

emotional growth 

Emotional regulation, 

frustration management, 

persistence 

Popeye the Sailor 

Heroism, 

Overcoming obstacles, 

humorous adventure 

Courage, 

loyalty, 

determination, 

moral 

responsibility, 

advocacy 

Healthy habits                

(nutrition), 

self-efficacy, 

moral reasoning 

Looney Tunes 

(Bugs Bunny, 

Daffy Duck) 

Wit, 

trickery, 

fast-paced adventure, 

humor 

Confidence, 

cleverness, 

humor, 

adaptability 

Strategic thinking, 

creative resilience, 

cognitive flexibility 

 

Main themes of international cartoons with core values and key skills are shown in Table 1. There are 

many values and skills promoted the animated cartoons as educational tools for children. 

 

IV. Results and Discussion 
 

The integration of internationally popular animated cartoons into educational discourse reveals their 

multifaceted capacity to support children’s cognitive, social, and emotional development. Animated series 

such as Tom and Jerry, Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck, Popeye the Sailor, and Looney Tunes provide more than 

entertainment; they serve as informal learning environments where children acquire essential values and skills 

through engaging narratives, dynamic characters, and relatable interpersonal scenarios. Grounded in social 

learning theory, these cartoons offer influential models whose behaviours are likely to be observed and 

imitated by children. Admired characters like Bugs Bunny or Mickey Mouse demonstrate positive social 

interactions, strategic problem-solving, and resilience, which children internalize through repeated exposure. 

Similarly, through cognitive development theory, cartoons cater to children in the concrete operational stage 

by presenting themes of fairness, reciprocity, and social play, allowing young learners to develop reasoning 

abilities and a deeper understanding of interpersonal dynamics. Narrative pedagogy further underscores how 

emotionally rich and conflict-driven stories foster children's ability to process complex social situations, 

enhancing empathy, perspective-taking, and social-emotional competencies. 

The pedagogical implications of these findings are significant. Educators and parents can strategically 

incorporate age-appropriate animated cartoons as supplementary tools to reinforce both value-based 

education and skill-based education. For example, episodes of Tom and Jerry or Mickey Mouse can facilitate 

classroom discussions on empathy, conflict resolution, and teamwork. Similarly, Popeye the Sailor offers 

opportunities to discuss health, courage, and moral responsibility, while Looney Tunes encourages creativity, 
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humor, and adaptive problem-solving. When mediated thoughtfully, animated cartoons can enhance formal 

curricula by making abstract values and competencies accessible and relatable. Their ability to combine 

entertainment with implicit moral and social lessons positions them as valuable resources for fostering holistic 

child development in contemporary educational contexts. 

 

V. Conclusion 
 

This study set out to explore the educational potential of internationally popular animated cartoons 

in nurturing values and social skills among children. By analysing the narratives and character dynamics within 

Tom and Jerry, Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck, Popeye the Sailor, and Looney Tunes, it is evident that these 

animated series offer more than mere entertainment; they serve as informal yet impactful mediums for 

cognitive, social, and emotional learning. Drawing on social learning theory, the study highlighted how 

children observe and internalize behaviours demonstrated by admired cartoon characters, thereby acquiring 

competencies such as empathy, resilience, and problem-solving. Through the lens of cognitive development 

theory, the content and themes of these cartoons align with developmental stages where children grasp 

fairness, reciprocity, and social reasoning, reinforcing their cognitive growth and understanding of social 

norms. Narrative pedagogy further underscored how engaging and emotionally rich stories in cartoons help 

children navigate complex interpersonal situations, enhancing their social-emotional competencies and 

moral reasoning. These theoretical frameworks affirm the capacity of animated cartoons to support holistic 

child development by integrating value-based education and skill-based learning. When thoughtfully curated 

and mediated, such media can complement formal educational practices, making abstract concepts 

accessible and relatable to young learners. The research emphasizes the importance of recognizing animated 

cartoons as valuable pedagogical resources that, when integrated responsibly, can contribute meaningfully 

to nurturing well-rounded, socially competent, and morally conscious individuals. 
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